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TAGS: ILO 

SUBJ: ILO (JOHN M. MCDONALD) 

DIRECTOR GENERAL BLANCHARD CALLED ME THIS MORNING TO SAY 
THAT HE WOULD INFORM JOHN MCDONALD TODAY THAT IT WOULD BE 
RECOMMENDED TO THE GOVERNING BODY THAT HIS POSITION AS 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL WOULD BE ABOLISHED. THIS MOVE 
IS BEING MADE IN THE CONTEXT OF DIFFICULT DECISIONS 
REGARDING THE FINANCIAL PROBLEMS OF THE ILO. WE ARE ASKED 
TO UNDERSTAND THAT THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE US MAKES IT 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR AN AMERICAN TO CONTINUE IN A POSITION OF 
SUCH VISIBLE RESPONSIBILITY. THE PRESSURE FOR THIS 
RECOMMENDATION HAS COME PRIMARILY FROM THE WORKER 
EMPLOYER REPRESENTATIVES. I AM STAYING IN CLOSE TOUCH 
WITH THE DIRECTOR GENERAL IN AN EFFORT TO PROTECT OTHER 
AMERICANS ON THE ILO STAFF BUT WE MUST EXPECT GROWING 
PRESSURE AS THE FINANCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF AMERICAN 
WITHDRAWAL FINALLY BECOME APPARENT. VANDENHEUVEL 
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